




r^/amaJtt Jfflozomu (£)ar 2 ce<J/rz &br7gwieJ£3ur2cf6 

f 'SX AV If *>¥ 


6 


m a 


Jfflenne dic£mc£farm, 
weifrf/rdame mcJzI 
in ^eJdUun^e^an^en ginc/; 
wirA/icAarm ig£nur, 
c/er nie^efrdumfJzaf. 

Child, do not pity yourself 
for a dream 
fhaf did nof come frue: 


The only ones who deserve pify 
are fhose 
who have never 
had dreams of fheir own. 


^S/zer- ( &gc£en£acJ2, ^/^Jzorigrrzer2 



mdf&dume 
wir£/ic£arm isdrmr, der meyedrtiumd 

&f. 

Nenne dich nicht arm, weil 
Traume nicht in Eefiillung 
gegangen sind; wirklich arm 
ist nur, der nie getraumt hat. 
Jlmne bid) nirljt arm, tacit 
Cratittte nitijt in Crfullung 
jrganatn Binb ; toirhlirh arm 
ist nur, btr nic artraumt hat. 
Nenne dich nicht arm, 
well Traume nicht in 
Eefiillung gegangen 
sind ; wirklich arm ist 
nur, der nie getraumt 


‘iftenne dich ntcbt arm. weil 
‘Traume nicht in GefOllung 

nur, der nie getraumt hat 
csMrmdidimAtmm md 
gfrJwmmMm 
tWT" rindmUU.Mm 

Jfotttr Mrl| itirl|t amt, trail Srintttr 
nicht in ErfiiUntij grgattjrn sinii; 
ntirkliri) amt int mtr, her nit getraumt 
hat 

J %medMmc£f«m, veiT&ihme 

***Wmtnr-+* 

wirdjiddarm id nur, der nieyefruumd 
£rt. 

Nenne dich nicht arm, weil 
Traume nicht in Eefuliung 

ist nur, der nie getraumt hat. 

TJetine bid) nitht arm, tacit 
®rautnt nitht in (Etfiilluna 
tjtsanjen rtinb ; toirktirl) arm 
kit nur, brr nic artraumt hat. 
Nenne dich nicht arm, 
weil Traume nicht in 
Eefiillung gegangen 
sind ; wirklich arm ist 
nur, der nie getraumt 



fymfm md; widM mm Merm 
deumefeh^am/.U. 

Krnnr bicij niclji amt, trail Sriiittnc 
niciit itt EefiiUttttg grptgrit stub; 
tttirklid! arm int mtr, iter nir getraumt 
hat 

&£>mcdicjrmc£farm, weifn/raumc 
wir£fic£arm iefrmr der mejefrauml 


J&ance<J/r2 
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THAT 


ONE 


&W, 


wama- 


SAN... 


HN? 

THOU&HT 
THIS ARM 
GOT RIPPFR 
OFF ANR 
LOST SOME' 
WHERE... 


HE 

WENT AW 
BROUGHT 
IT BACK. 


WHAT THE 
HELL?/ 
HE PIPN'T 
RUN?/ 


HE'S 8EINC 
RETAINER/ 
HIME-SAMA 
SAIR SHE 
WISHER TO 
QUESTION 
HIM 

HERSELF. 
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y OU H AV 
US All 
FOOIBV, 
&0\K& BY 
THE NAME 
"HAMA- 
SEIJI/ 7 


WHy 

youR ver/ 
EXISTENCE HAS 
BEEN ONE OF 
OUR GREATEST 
CONCERNS... 
"SLEPOE- 
HAMMER." 


WELL, 

WELL. OOTTA 
SAy IT'S AN 
HONOR TO BE 
RECOONIZEP 
By AN ELITE 
i 6-ROUP LIKE 
A BEOWULF. 


HBH. 

TO THINK 
ONE OF 
THE BEST 
MERCS OUT 
THERE IS 


/jEE3lS\ 






































w 

jy 

//y the 


/ f SOLPIERS 

7 YOU TRAINED 

7 WERE ALL 

/ EXCEPTIONAL 
MEN. 

EXTREMELy 

TALENTEP 

ANP HIOHLy 
y PI6CIPLINEP. 
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A BUNCH OF 
POLITICAL 
CONSERVATIVES 
AW BIO MONEY" 
MEN OOT 
TOGETHER ANP 
FORMER US 
IN SECRET. 


THEY WEREN'T 
TOO PAPPY 
WITH THE IRE A 
OF THE TEPES 
FAMILY CETTINC 
ALL BUPPY-BUPRY 
WITH THE 
CURRENT 
APMINISTRATION, 
YOU SEE. 
THOUOHT IT WAS 
TOO RANOEROUS. 


ROZENMANN 
COT WINR OF 
YOUR PLAN 
TO BUILR THE 
BUNP HERE 
IN JAPAN 
EARLY ON, 
SO THAT 
HELPER 


3UT TH£Y 


WFKPNT TH£ 


ONLY ON£S 


INVOLVE 


THEY HAP 
ME OFF ON 
ANOTHER 
MISSION 
WHEN THE 
ORPERS TO 
MOVE OUT 
CAME. 
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YEAH. 
SOMEBODY 
PIREP A 
ROCKET AT 
YOU WHEN 
you WERE 
STANPINO 
ATOP THAT 
TOWER, 
RIOHT? 


MANAOEP 


BY THE 
TIME I 
ARRIVEP 
ON THE 
SCENE, 
IT WAS 
ADREAPy 
TOO LATE 


A PEW 


op My 
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YEAH. 
WHILE 
0ETT1N' 
SOME OF 
MY MEN OUT 
WAS OREAT 
ANP ALL, 
THERE WAS 
NO CHOPPER 
OR TRUCK 
WAIT1NC- TO 
PULL US 
OUT OF 
THERE. 


SOMEONE 
CAME AND 
HELP OUT A 
HAND OF 
SALVATION. 


SOMEONE 

CAME. 


YOU AW I 


WOULPVE 


MET 


UNPER FAR 


PIFFERENT 


CIRCUM¬ 


STANCES, 


YOU R 


MAJESTY. 
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wny? 


OIVEN AKIRA'S 
CONDITION AT 
THE TIME, 
SOMEONE SUCH 
AS YOU SHOULD 
HAVE HAD NO 
PROBLEM 
BREAKING HIM 
BETWEEN YOUR 
TWO SMALLEST 
. PINCERS. 
































A MISSION 
THROUGH 
TO THE SNR 
WITHOUT 
HESITATION. 


WHAT PO you 
THINK IS THE 
MOST IMPOR¬ 
TANT THINO 

cno /\ coi ni co 
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SO THAT 
15 WHY 

you came 

CRAWUNG 

TOME. 


PON'T you 
THINK you 
PRESUME 
A BIT 
MUCH? 



UNFORTU¬ 

NATELY, 

ROZENMANN 

ISN'T 

NEARLY AS 




OH, 

PON'T 

OETME 

WRONO. 


NOBOPY 5AIP 
I WAS ASKINO 
YOU TO PO 
IT FOR FREE. 
IN EXCHANGE, 
I'LL OIVE YOU 
EVER/ LAST 
SECRET OF 
ROZENMANN'S 
THAT I KNOW. 







































































































THOUGH 
HE WAS 
NOT THE 
ONLY 
ONE. 


OOOPTO 
BE KILLEP 
OVER A 
LITTLE 
THINO LIKE 
THIS. 



UTTERLY 
REFUSING 
TO BUPOE, 
EVEN SO 
MUCH AS 
AN INCH, 
UNTIL THE 
PEMANP 
FOR YOUR 
RELEASE 
HAS BEEN 
FULFILLEP. 
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OF 

COURSE. 
I HARPLY 
NEEP BE 
TOLP 
SOME- 
TWINd?- SO 
OBVIOUS. 


HE 15 

My 

WINOS. 


ONLY 
BECAUSE 
OF HIM 
CAN I FLY 
AS HIOH 
AS I PO. 


NEVER 
HAVE X 
EEEN 50 
AWARE OF 
THAT A5 
X AM 
MOW. 






























30 











































































32 
















































































Chapter 33: Standard Daytime 
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AKIRA- 
KUN'S 
MOTHER 
HAD ALL 
THESE 
TAKEN 
FOR 

you? 


HE KNEW 
ENTIRELY 
TOO WELL 
HOW MY 
DESIRE TO 
SEE THEM 
WOULD 
MOTIVATE 
ME. 


YES. WAIT 
A MOMENT. 
I'M SURE 
THERE IS 
ONE OF HER 
IN HERE... 


THEN THAT 
CLEVER BASTARD 
WOULD TURN 
AROUND AND USE 
THEM TO BAIT 
MB. WHENEVER 
I WOULD OET 
TIRED OR BORED 
WITH MY DUTIES, 
HE WOULD 
APPEAR¬ 
AND 

INNOCENTLY 
ASK IF I WOULD 
LIKE TO SEE THE 
NEWLY-ARRIVED 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
AFTBRm 
DUTIES WERE 
COMPLETE. 
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WHAT DO you 
THINK ABOUT 
ME AW INC- A 
HEROINE TO GO 
ALONG WITH 
THE TEENAOE 
WEREWOLF I 
HAVE AS THE 
MAIN CHARACTER 
IN MY STORY? 



/ YES, BUT 
SHE'S 

>1 HIS SPUT 

uc \t\tAc. PERSON- 

HE WAS /J// 7 V 
RAISED AS 
A OIRL... 

BUT SINCE HE 
LOOKED SO 
PRETTY, HE COT 
KIDNAPPED BY 
AN EVIL MAN 
WITH A LOLITA 
COMPLEX/ 

YES, 

THAT'S IT/ 
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ALL 
RI£HT. 
SO IF 
THAT 
STUFF 
ISN'T 
SMUT... 
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"IT'S BEEN 
ALMOST AN 
ENTIRE PAY 
SINCE THEN, 
ANP WE STILL 
HAVEN'T 
SPOKEN A 
WORP TO EACH 
OTHER." 


"HOWEVER, 
SINCE NONE OP 
ITS My FAULT, 

I HAVE 

ABSOLUTELY NO 
INTENTION OP 
APOLOOIZINO 
TO HER." 


MY, THEY 
ARE BOTH 
SUCH 

STUBBORN 

CHILPREN. 
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HELLO 

THERE, 

AKIRA. 
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THESE £UVS 
PIP PUT IN A 
PAMN &OOD 
WORP FOR 
MY RELEASE, 
/'KNOW. 

SO SEEIN' ^ 
AS I OWE 
'EM, I 

FIOUREP I'P 
STOP ey 
ANP HELP 
OUT. 
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NOPE. 
I'VE NEVER 
ACTUALLY 
SEEN THIS 
OFFICE 
OPEN. 


THE 

EARTH 

CLAN'S 

SENATE 

HAS 

WARNER 
AS MUCH, 
YES. 


IT IS EMINENTLY 
POSSIBLE THAT 
THE HEARS 
OF THE THREE 
CLANS SET 
SOME THINOS IN 
MOTION WHEN 
THEY VISITER 
HER HIOHNESS. 


WE'RE 


SUPPOSER 


TO BE 


A NEW 


MEMBER, 


THOUOH 


SO AKIRA'S 
OOINO TO OET 
A PARTNER 
TO HELP 
OUARR HER 
HIOHNESS. 
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IT'S 

SOMETHING 
THAT NEEPEP 
TO BE PONE, 
REALLY. 

THE EIOHT 
OF US ARE 
TECHNICALLY AN 
EMERGENCY 
STRIKE TEAM. 
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IT'S NOT AS 
HARSH AS it 
SOUNDS, ACTUALLY. 

THE KIDS ARE 
ALWAYS SENT OUT 
IN CROUPS OF 
FOUR TO SIX, SO 
rrs NOT DIFFICULT 
TO OET BY WHEN 
EVERYBODY 
WORKS TOGETHER. 



ITS THE BEST 
WAY TO HONE 
THEIR HUNTINO 
INSTINCTS AND 
POUND SOME 
PROPER 
TEAMWORK 
INTO THEM. 
OH, AND IN 
CASE YOU 
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FOUR WERE 
SENT OUT, 
BUT 

ONLY TWO 
RETURNER: 
AKIRA ANP 
ONE OTHER. 


CURRENTLY, 
WHAT HAPPENED 
IS CLASSIFIER 
AS AN ACCIRENT. 

HOWEVER, 
EXACTLY WHAT 
OCCURRER 
ANR HOW HAS 
NEVER BEEN 
RETAILER. 
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/THE \ 
/ NEXT ' 
SHIFT 
SHOULP 
BE 

HERE 
' SOON \ 








































JUNTE, 
IT SEEMS 
WE 

HAVE A 
VISITOR... 


Illllf 




























































































































































































































SOTH 
HANDS 
WHERE 
X CAN 
SEE 'EM.' 


NOW 

USE YOUR 
RIOHT 
HAND TO 
TAKE THAT 
HAT OFF. 
SLOWLY/ 



HER 

MAJESTY'S 
ELITE 
EEOWULF 
/ARE JUST 
AS OOOP 
AS I'VE 
HEARP. 


CHILPHOOP 
TRICK PIPN'T 
HAVE you 
FOOLEP 
k AT ALL. 


THAT HAT 
OFF! 
NOW!! 


AKIRA. 
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CAPTAIN 

AN&EL 

AVBNANT, 


INVESTIGA¬ 

TIONS. 





||KJ§ 

pj&ul 




flS 

F 





/' \ : 








! r>4 

- / 

f MEMBER \ 


ji§ 



f OF THE \ 

BEOWULF 

1 / ' 

BBs 



SENATE 




OFFICE OF 
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HUH? 


KNOW I 
HEARD 
SOME- 
- THING-/ , 
































I TOLD AKIRA 

zv msu 

HIS BACK, 
BUT HE'S SO 
TICKLISH HE 
COULD BARELY 
HOLD STILL/ 


IT WAS JUST 
THE TWO OP 
US, ALONE IN 
A TINY HOT 
SPRINO HIDDEN 
IN THE SNOWY 
MOUNTAINS. 








































SEE VOLUME 1/ 

CTHB ONLY TIME ITS ACTIMUy 


HIS ARMS 
WERE SO 
STRONO 
ANR 

MUSCLER, 

THOUOH. 

JUST 
WASHING 
THEM MARE 
MV BREATH 
A LITTLE 
SHORT. 


BECAUSE 
I HAVE 
HIM 
SLEEP 
BESIRE 
ME 

EVERY 

NIGHT! 


ANP HE 
HOLRS 
ME VER/ 
TIOHTLV 
EVER/ 
TIME TOO, 
JUST LIKE 
THIS/ 
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GRAHAM 

PIP 

WHAT TO 

SAN/N?! 


BUT 

WHY?! 


IPON'T 

KNOW... 

IPON'T 

KNOW!! 

BUT...!! 
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"COUUPIMT 

WWPW" 
MY ASS/ 

you 

KNOW 
WHAT I 
PIP TO 
HIM// 
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Ill 
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PON'T YOU 
THINK YOU MIOHT 
BE LETTING YOUR 
IMAGINATION RUN 
A LITTLE WILP, 
yUKI-CHAN? 

I MEAN, JUST 
BECAUSE YOU 
WRITE ECCHI 
FANFICS ALL THE 
TIME POESN'T 
MEAN LIFE 
REALLy WORKS 
THAT WAy. 
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Chapter 36: Passion Play 
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iZnl 


ms 

ESTIMATED THAT 
THE CURRENT 
ECONOMIC 
CRISIS HAS 
NOW COST 
THE FINANCIAL 
SECTOR 
UPWARDS OF 
FORTY TRILLION 
YEN IN 
DAMAGES... 
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in /in i 




CRAP! 
AKIRA'S 
OCR IT// 


YOU AREN'T 
IN ANY CLUB 
SPORTS EITHER. 
WHY NOT? 

IF YOU TRIER 
YOU COULP 
EASILY BE THE 
ACE OF ANY 
TEAM. 
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HE'S 
SMILING. 
SMILING 
ANP 
LOOKING 
LIKE HE'S 
ENJOYING 
HIMSELF. 
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PROM? 


PUNNO. 

I OJPSS 
SO. 

IP I HAP 
TO THINK 
ABOUT IT... 
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if rr 

TURNS OUT 
THIS IS 
NOTHING 
BUT A 
PRFAM... 


I CANNOT 
TFLL YFT 
IF THIS 
IS RFAUTY, 
OR NOTHING 
MORS THAN 
A PRFAM... 


BUT... 

I JUST 
PON'TCARF 
ANYMORF. 


























IN THIS STATS, 
THE VAMPIRE'S 
VITAL SIGNS ALL 
FARE TO NEARLY 
NOTHING. 


'TUB 

SLBBPOF 

THB 

PBAP." 



ms WELL 
KNOWN THAT 
VAMPIRES HAVE 
FAR GREATER 
METABOLISMS 
ANV PHYSICAL 
QUALTIES 
THAN MORTAL 
MANKIND. 
HOWEVER, 
THESE ABILTIES 
ARE NOT 
INFINITE. 


SHOULD A 
VAMPIRE 
EXHAUST 
HIMSELF IN 
SOME FASHION, 
SUCH AS USING 
HIS AVATAR FORM 
TOO OFTEN OR 
REMAINING 
ACTIVE FOR TOO 
LONG, HE WILL 
FALL INTO A 
COMA-UKE STATE 
IN ORDER TO 
REGENERATE 
HIS ENERGY. 
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^napier^^m^WondeJfulLifei 


W£'R£ 

PEAUN0 

WITH 

NANO- 

A/lACHINfcS 





























FROM 
TWERP, 
THEY SCAN 
ANP 

TRANSMIT 

THE 

PERSON'S 

SUBCON¬ 

SCIOUS. 


V THESE ' 

J NANOMACHINES 
7 WERE PESIONEP 
TO TRAVEL 
THROUOH THE 
BLOOPSTREAM 
ANP LOPOE 
THEMSELVES 
IN THE 
A BRAIN'S 

|A FRONTAL 

gk LOBE. A 


WHAT | 
ARE ( 
THEY 
HOPINO ; 
TO 1 
CAIN I 
BY 

THIS?/ 
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ISN'T 

DCC. 

UNPINS 


V NORMALLY A 

FOR A TRUE- 
BLOOPEP VAMPIRE, 
ANY FOREIGN 
MATERIALS THAT 
FINP THEIR WAY INTO 
THE BLOOPSTREAM 
ARE IMMEPIATELY 
ERAPICATEP BY 
THEIR IMMUNE 
SYSTEM. HOWEVER, 
IN THIS PARTICULAR 
CASE, HER 
MAJESTY'S IMMUNE 
SYSTEM... 





THE 
WORST 
CASE 
SCENARIO 
IS BRAIN 
DAMAOE. 


SO 

TELL ME 
WHAT'S 
OOINO 
TO 

HAPPEN/ 









































































160 






















































































































164 




























































































































166 















































SO MUCH 
SO THAT 
I'VE OOT TO 
KEEP TELLINO 
MYSELF 
YOU'RE 4 
KIP OR I'LL 
LOSE ALL 
CONTROL. 


YOU'VE 

OROWN 

VERY 

VBRY 

BEAUTI¬ 

FUL. 














































































V30 Am 


NO HITS 
HERE!! 


THIS IS 
ALPHA 
TEAM. 


OUR 

ASSIGNEV 
AREA HAS 
TURNIP UP 
ABSOLUTELY 
NOTHING! i 


' HAVE 
AW OF 
YOU 

m? 

ANY 
LUCK? , 


CAPTAIN! 

LOON 

OUT- 

SIRE!! 








WE'VE 

/ 


1 GOT AN 
EMER¬ 

HBBbL ^==^ /< 

GENCY 

BREWING!! 

□ 
























































ANP WORST 
01 F ALL, THE 
STRESS OF THIS 
SITUATION IS 
SUCH THAT OUR 
VER/ CHAIN OF 
COMMAW IS 
STARTING TO 
SHOW SIONS 
OF FRA/INO 
AROUNP THE 
EDGES// 
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was? 



our \ 

ENEMy 
HAS BEEN 
PIS6UIS- 
INC- HIS 
SIGNAL 


ANP HAS 
BEEN 

STREAMING 

PATA 

THROUGH 
THE MEPICAL 
CENTER'S 
LAN THIS 
WHOLE TIME/ 


OU R 
QUARRY 
16 RI6HT 
IN6IP6 
THI6 V6RY 
H06PIT/U' 


BRAIN¬ 

WAVES. 


HURRy 











































THE 

SCHE¬ 

MATICS 

SHOW 

CABLING 


I WANT 
THIS 
ENTIRE 
8UILPINO 
SWEPT/ 
NOTHING 
LEAVES// 


FOUNP HIM/ 
£5// 
THE SECURITY 
CAMERAS IN 
THE MEPICAL 
RECORPS 
STORAGE 
ROOM HAVE 
HAP THEIR 
IMAOES 
TAMPEREP 
WITH/ 


THEY'VE 
BEEN 
RUNNING 
ON A 
LOOP 
FOR 
HOURS/ 


35, 

ROOER 
THAT//1 


Wfc'R£ 

ON 

IT// 




































































































yes. 
PUTTING 
A STOP 
TO THESE 
NANO- 
MACHINES 
HAS JUST 
OOTTEN 
THAT MUCH 
HARPER. 


WE'LL START 
MININO THE 
PARTITIONS 
FOR ANYTHING 
WE CAN FINP, 
BUT HOW LONO 
IT COULP TAKE 
IS, WELL... 
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AKIRA. 















































DREAM 


WE'VE 

WAITED 

SO... 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHY, 
BUT IT FEEL5 
LIKE I HAVE 
BEEN LIVING 
A OREM. 


' YEAH, 
TODAY IS 
LIKE A 
DREAM. I 


SO LONG 
FOR THIS 
PAY TO 
COME. 



NOW 
WE CAN 
FINALLY 
BE TO¬ 
GETHER. 


com 

ON. WE 
BETTER 
NOT 
KEEP 
EVERY¬ 
ONE 
WAITING. 


OH, 

AKIRA. 
























































































MINA...? 



OTHERS 

AWAIT 

ME... 


CANNOT 
60 WITH 
you 

AFTER 

ALL. 


3BY0W 

THIS 

BEAUTIFUL 
PREAM 
OF MINE. 




















3>ZH$ 






















































































TO BE CONTINUED 


































TAKA5HI KOMATSU 
KENICHI NAKAMONO 
RYUSUKE TAKIGUCHI 


SPECIAL THANKS 

HIROSHI YAGUMO 
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WE 

amp Wgg IN 

HAP ALL yS^W^f \<A nSS 

««*'” IP^| V \A 


fjgjf 



MC\\[ ANNA \ ^ 

A / \M was V 

y/, //.A '•% QUITS A ^ 

' L 1 If -M SCHOL- / ffi '/x £■ 

A/m 4\ «•* / L ? 
iixv'Xjn^NP’ 

X ~\ / ".'X 'k kNrW JUI/ 

. n yjglvT you 

AND Wf|A \V^BMkl/7 WERE 
CLARA HAD Wf IS S QUITE 

OROWN AS ml ® If IjF THE 

BEAUTIFUL flN' 1^1 \ OALLANT 

AS A llllk FX X 1 \ ONIISAN. 

FLOWER. f/|^Af \ I \ 


f IT WOULD ^ y ES. I OET 

/ be oreat SO worried 

TO BE WHEN I AM 

WITH VOUR ^ THERE TO 

..—^ 1 MAJESTY ALL A WATCH OVER 

X^\ V THE TIME Ay° UR MAJESTY. 



(to 


/-x ,/ N. / WOULP \ 

/ ALL \ / \ UKE TO 

three , r~ m attenp 



*' x (j {WJI^jJ^ '''2 

/ HIME- \ Jk \ LX^%r \ X 

' SAMA, yff Vx M HM? 
SOME' 1 

thino mOm, /lilx—/- 

. WRONO / W -- x 

v ? y a *- ‘amT^A - 

a/t^ 

""r v ^^mm' v 


sIKxl \ ' 
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56.4.10 

Kyokutei Bakin wrote his epic story "Nansou Satomi 
Hakkenden" across 106 volumes and almost thirty 
years from 1814 to 1842. Set in the Muromachi era of 
Japanese history (1336-1576), it tells of the adven¬ 
tures of eight samurai warriors in their service to the 
Satomi house. There have been many TV, film and 
manga adaptations of the story since then, although 
not many in English. Inuzuka Shino, one of the eight 
samurai, was raised as a girl, because his dying 
mother wished it in her will. 

57.4.16-5.17 

Uke and seme are yaoi terms for who gets to be the 
bottom and top, respectively. 

57.3.10 

"Lolita Complex" is a term frequently found in anime 
and manga to describe an adult man or teen who has 
a special fondness for pubescent girls, as opposed to 
young women. 


60.4.9 

BL is short for Boys Love, another term for yaoi. 






97.3.9 

Matsuo Basho was a renowned Japanese poet who lived during 
the early Edo Period in Japan (1603-1869), and is considered 
one of the greatest masters of haiku to have ever lived. 


97.2.6 


Bai Juyi was a renowned Chinese poet who lived during the 
Tang Dynasty (772-846) and wrote almost 3,000 poems. One of 
his most famous is the Changhen Ge, or The Song of Everlasting 
Sorrow, which tells the tale of the doomed relationship between 
an emperor and one of his concubines. In the final lines, 
the concubine laments that they cannot become renrTno-eda, 
as two branches intertwined, never to part. 

197.7.14 

Comiket (“Comic Market") is the world's largest independent 
comic book fair, held twice a year in Tokyo. As space is at a 
premium within the convention center, any creator who has an 
entire cubed section (an "island") dedicated to themselves would 
be very, very popular. 
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This book reads from 
right to left, Japanese 
style. To read from the 
beginning, flip the book 
over to the other side, 
start with the top right 
panel, and take it from 
there. 


If this is your first time 
reading manga, just 
follow the diagram. It 
may seem backwards at 
first, but you'll get used 
to it! Have fun! 
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